
Climate action 
network (CAN)
Europe
Annual report 2023



Published in April 2024 by Climate Action Network (CAN) 
Europe, Brussels, Belgium. 

Any reproduction in full or in part must include the title and 
credit the above-mentioned publisher as the copyright owner.

Editing: Sarah Coats Chandler 
Graphic design:	Noble Studio

Inside cover: “Global Youth Climate Strike”, by Peg Hunter. Licensed under CC 
BY-NC 2.0 DEED.

Image Attribution



Contents
Director’s Reflections� 2

Membership� 4

Can Europe in numbers� 8
Finance � 11

Achievements� 12
The push to raise EU Climate Ambitions � 14

Into the blue zone� 16

From Legal Labyrinths to Policy Potholes� 18

Ensuring EU Funds Support Genuine cLIMATE action� 20

Fighting False Solutions � 22

Alternative Trade for People and Planet � 24

Overcoming barriers to Renewable Energy in the Western Balkans� 26

Grassroots Pressure for a Just Coal Exit� 28

Scandalising state Support for Coal� 30

A Fast and Fair Transition to 100% Renewables� 32

Closing lOOPHOLES, oPENING pATHWAYS � 34

A Credible Reference Point for Advanced Climate Action� 36

bETTER bUILDINGS tODAY, FOR bETTER lIVES tOMORROW� 38

lESS IS MORE � 40

Board of directors� 42

OUR Team� 44

CAN Europe gratefully acknowledges core financial support 

from the LIFE programme from the European Commission, 

the Kann Rasmussen Foundation and financial contributions 

from Members. The content of this publication is the sole 

responsibility of CAN Europe and can in no way be taken  

to reflect the views of its donors.

1



Director’s
Reflections



3

In 2023, we continued to focus our efforts towards ambitious climate ac-
tion, but within the confines of a growing understanding that humanity 
is facing a convergence of global crises. With the impacts of the climate 
emergency rising, the increase of social and economic inequalities, the 
continuous exploitation of natural resources and environmental degra-
dation, threats to democracy, a shrinking space for civil society partic-
ipation in decision making processes, war and violence, human rights 
violations  — 2023 was a challenging year from  
so many perspectives.

A systemic analysis of these challenges is driving the climate movement 
to adapt and change. There is undoubtedly a notable shift in the 
movement, from calling for siloed environmental and climate policy 
demands, to focusing on building a holistic and transformative vision  
for a more just and sustainable world. A vision for people and planet. 
CAN Europe kicked off 2023 by committing to push this vision further.

On the EU level, we focused our efforts on the concluding phase of the 
EU’s important legislative package, “Fit for 55”, to ensure that climate 
ambition and social justice were moving forward, hand in hand. 2023 
also saw our continued calls for the 2030 climate target to be overshot. 
This work spanned several legislative processes where CAN Europe 
put pressure on the EU to ensure the fair contribution to the Paris 
Agreement’s goal to limit global temperature increase to 1.5°C, and to 
aim for climate neutrality by 2040. We also advocated in 2023 for bolder 
efforts and investments to enable a transition towards 100% renewable 
energy and showcased successful practices and clearly called for an end 
of fossil fuels. For the first time, CAN Europe also put unprecedented 
efforts into influencing an EU economic governance and fiscal reform 
that could really tackle the climate emergency and support the most 
vulnerable communities. 

Within our work in the global CAN network, towards COP28, and as part 
of the first Global stocktake since the adoption of the Paris agreement — 

A year of challenges — but we enthusiastically wave the flag of possibility

CAN Europe contributed to the historical mention of the urgent need to 
“transition away” from fossil fuels in the outcomes of the COP in Dubai. 
Such a mention does not match the scale and the emergency of the 
climate crisis, but represents a launching pad for our struggle towards 
climate justice to continue, and to focus on ensuring the needed climate 
finance for a just transition to happen both in Europe and beyond.

2023 was also marked by the adoption of CAN Europe’s Strategy for 
Changemaking in Times of Crisis, a guiding compass for the network 
over the next five years. The document was the result of a rich and 
participatory process — with CAN Europe members and in dialogue with 
our main allies. The strategy represents a consolidation of the will for the 
network to broaden and deepen its vision and mission, to be more aware 
of the impacts we have as one species within nature, to uphold a clearer 
vision for social justice and a bolder awareness of Europe’s role in the 
world and the responsibilities that come with it.

Throughout 2023, we witnessed a new wave of global challenges. A 
range of injustices across the globe. The endless Russian war in Ukraine. 
An unprecedented escalation of violence in Palestine and Israel following 
the Hamas attack on 7th October. CAN Europe called for an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza and stands in solidarity with all victims of wars and 
injustices, whilst calling on the EU to play a critical role towards peace. 

We also saw the European political context being dominated by a 
continuous disinformation campaign that painted climate and energy 
policies as the cause of inequalities and responsible for the increased 
cost of living. We enter 2024 therefore, the year of the European 
elections, with a clearer and louder message than ever: a fossil-free, 
socially just, and climate neutral European Union is the only way forward. 
To this message, CAN Europe remains committed to be the anchor in the 
rough sea of despair — enthusiastically waiving the flag of possibility. 

Chiara Martinelli, CAN Europe Director



 

Membership

“ECOLISE greatly values being a member of CAN Europe. The cooperation with the team and members is a central 
part of ECOLISE advocacy work, and successful collaboration on projects and funding is also allowing us to 
strengthen support to our members and communities. The new focus in CAN Europe’s strategy on grassroots 

initiatives, and on the need for a new economic model in order to address root causes of the planetary crisis, 
aligns very well with our work. ECOLISE looks forward to building on this experience to further strengthen 

collaboration in the future, including on our upcoming advocacy campaign and CAN Europe’s joint campaign with 
major European meta-networks/ NGOs!”  

Nina Klein, ECOLISE

“Mobilising young people in Cyprus through the Climact project was truly motivating and rewarding. It was a 
great experience guiding young students in debating with politicians on national and EU level, watching them 

representing their schools and demanding more and immediate climate action. More than 500 primary and high 
school students were educated on climate action in a year by our team and many of those students were motivated 

through the project and organised actions of their own. It was also great to meet other member organisations 
that participated in the project, which we drew inspiration from for our own project here in Cyprus.” 

Orestis Karghotis, Terra Cypria

 
“It was a remarkable experience collaborating with Oxfam and CAN Europe in the Spark project. Friends of the 
Earth Hungary and Climate Alliance have organised stunts in 97 schools mobilising 22,000 young people to take 
action on lifestyle change and form messages for COP28 decision makers. A 10-metre-long booklet with action 

pictures was delivered to the Hungarian President and climate negotiators at the COP in Dubai.” 
Dorka Farkas, Friends of the Earth Hungary
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	+ Generation Climate Europe, Belgium/EU

	+ IPES-Food, Belgium/EU

	+ Greenpeace Czechia, Czech Republic 

	+ People in Need, Czech Republic 

	+ ADRA Deutschland, Germany

	+ Fairtrade International, International/Germany

	+ Protect the Planet, Germany 

	+ New Climate Institute, Germany

	+ Climate Catalyst, International 

	+ Recourse, The Netherlands 

	+ Simavi, The Netherlands

	+ TAPP Coalition, The Netherlands

	+ Fastenaktion, Switzerland

	+ Mekanda Adalet Derneği / Centre for Spatial Justice, Turkey

	+ Ecoaction, Ukraine 

	+ Ecoclub, Ukraine 

	+ Green Wave, Ukraine 

	+ Khmelnytskyi Energy Cluster, Ukraine 

	+ National Ecological Centre of Ukraine (NECU), Ukraine 

	+ Razom We Stand, Ukraine

	+ United for Global Mental Health, UK

Numbers on the map refer to the number of members per country. 

Countries marked in darker blue are those with new members. 

 

*(6 national members + 15 working towards the EU) 

**(1 national node + 1 member) 

***(1 national Node + 8 members)

200 ORGANISATIONS IN 40 COUNTRIES,  
21 NEW MEMBERS
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June 2023 saw CAN Europe organise a EUKI study tour to Brussels, 
which focused on providing a select group of Central and Eastern 
European climate and energy experts with a better understanding 
of relevant EU policy developments, and to share their national 
perspectives and reflections with key EU stakeholders. During the 
trip, the group engaged with the European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Climate Action (DG CLIMA) on 2040 climate ambition, 
the Directorate-General for Energy (DG ENER) and the Recovery and 
Resilience Task Force about REPowerEU, the International Union of 
Tenants, the European Trade Union Institute about the benefits of 
energy savings and renovation of buildings, as well as the European 
Consumer Organisation, SolarPowerEurope, and Local Governments for 
Sustainability, about how to speed up renewable energy solutions  
in Central and Eastern Europe.

In the lead up to COP28, CAN Europe supported four activist labs 
in Austria, Finland, Lithuania, and Slovakia. These short training 
programmes enabled CAN Europe members and partners to engage 
with and train local grassroot groups and activists (such as Fridays 

for the Future and Extinction Rebellion) in conducting street actions 
focused on relevant climate issues.

In the second half of the year, the Spanish Presidency of the Council 
of the EU provided unique engagement opportunities, which included 
several in-person coordination meetings in Madrid. Direct involvement 
with members through Presidency events, specifically on the topics 
of just transition, energy policies, and National Energy and Climate 
Plans (NECPs), as well as participation in the informal NGO alliance, 
created opportunities to try and influence the Presidency priorities. The 
collaboration with the Spanish Presidency was particularly impactful in 
the run up to, and during COP28.

Finally, the second season of CAN Europe’s monthly podcast, Europe 
Climate Connection, was made possible with outstanding input from 
our member organisations. Over the course of the year a diverse range 
of issues were covered including sufficiency of nationally determined 
contributions, carbon inequality, carbon removals, youth engagement 
and the solar rooftop revolution.

NETWORK ACTIVITIES HIGHLIGHTS

The Network

2023 was a groundbreaking year for CAN Europe, with 21 new members 
joining the Network. Notably 6 of these members are Ukrainian, a 
country not previously represented in the organisation. The result of this 
is that CAN Europe now represents 200 organisations in 40 countries. 
This is a huge milestone that demonstrates the interest in our Network, 
the importance of the work that the broader membership is carrying out, 
as well as the support in wider civil society of CAN Europe’s direction, as 
outlined in the strategy that was adopted in April 2023. 

The number of new members requires a great deal of consolidation 
work to ensure staff and organisations are onboarded successfully into 
our working structures. This will constitute a key piece of work for CAN 
Europe in 2024 and beyond. 
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78,900

Facts & Figures 2023

WEBSITE  USERS

1,365,000+ impressions
A c r o s s  A l l  s o c i a l  m e d i a

9 monthly newsletters With 

2,045 podcast listens  
50,700+
Followers

1,000+
Posts

shared

63,000+
Engagements

5,700+
Reshares

38

Stunts / photo 
opportunities

59 strategy calls
AND

30 WEbinars
w i t h  t h e
n e t w o r k

1,474  subscribers

7 
Joint funding 
applications 

28

8

workshops For 
the Network

3,070
MEDIA HITS
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Income � 2023
CAN Europe �   4,594,780.67    
European Climate Foundation�      2,363,558.95    

European Commission 	  1,296,508.96

German Government� 281,056.76 

Membership Fees	 159,567.00

Other income � 158,419.08

Environment Defense Fund�  132,443.76

Climate Works Foundation � 59,554.91

Rockefeller Brothers Fund� 48,235.12

Belgian government� 45,800.93 

Climate Breakthrough	 31,232.71

Minor foundation	 10,234.03

Laudes foundation	 5,332.43

Funders For Fair Trade	 2,836.03

CAN International � 96,346.69
Europe Beyond Coal Campaign � 2,106,576.17 
European Climate Foundation � 842,957.40

Climate breakthrough� 553,239.72

Other income� 356,733.20

Climate Works Foundation � 353,645.85

TOTAL � 6,797,703.53

€

11

finance
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tHE push to Raise  
EU Climate Ambitions

“We call on Member States to immediately reverse  
the degradation trend in European ecosystems and  
jointly tackle the climate and biodiversity crises”

Chiara Martinelli, Director CAN Europe

2040
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EU Climate

In 2023, CAN Europe continued to push the EU to raise climate 
ambitions. As a part of this effort, the newly agreed Fit for 55 climate 
proposals were closely scrutinised, with a focus on the Emissions 
Trading System (ETS), the Effort Sharing Regulation (ESR) and the 
Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF). The final laws 
that were adopted represent an important step forward in EU climate 
policy, however, CAN Europe stressed that the package falls short on 
the required ambition to align with the 1.5°C goal and equity calls. 
Simultaneously, CAN Europe engaged in the process leading up to the 
Commission proposal for the EU 2040 climate target. Our contributions 
were put forward in a range of stakeholder consultations, where we 
presented the network’s views on the required ambition level and 
policy framework needed to achieve climate neutrality by 2040 at the 
latest. Our efforts to bring science to the centre of the debate have also 
been rewarded; with the recommendations of the European Scientific 
Advisory Board on Climate Change (ESABCC) on the EU 2040 climate 
target now being closely listened to in political discussion, with the new 
Climate Commissioner, Wopke Hoekstra, and Commission Executive 
Vice-President on the European Green Deal, Maroš Šefčovič, committing 
to follow the minimum target that the scientific body suggests.

2023 also saw the crucial proposal of the Nature Restoration Law, 
reinforcing the importance of biodiversity in the climate agenda. 
Despite an intense disinformation campaign against the proposal, civil 
society organisations and progressive businesses formed a strong 
#RestoreNature coalition to share knowledge and push stronger 
legislation. The final inter-institutional agreement was reached in 
November and was approved by the European Parliament’s Environment 
Committee (ENVI). CAN Europe was an active member of this large 
coalition of NGOs and, in parallel, together with many of our members, 
also focused on the forest ecosystem elements. In parallel, a robust 
#RestoreNature communications campaign was run to rebut false claims 
that were sadly dominating the political discussion.

Finally, CAN Europe actively engaged with the Council of the European 
Union and the European Parliament on the carbon removals certification 
framework (CRCF) legislation during 2023. This was to ensure that 
carbon removals and sequestration do not hinder, but support mitigation 
efforts. The advocacy efforts were aimed at closing loopholes in carbon 
removal reporting and ensuring that the role of land-based activities 
were first and foremost, nature and biodiversity. 



Into the blue Zone
“CAN Europe has very positively contributed to global mobilisation 

efforts in 2023 around COP28, and particularly played a key role in the 
task force convening the different constituencies around a call for an 

equitable, feminist and fair fossil fuel phase-out. This is the result of the 
collaboration that grew out of the Climate Justice Camp in Lebanon. From 

the Women and Gender Constituency we are very happy to see CAN Europe 
moving into this direction and working jointly with different movements” 

Gina Cortés Valderrama, Women and Gender Constituency representative



International Climate

The negotiation space in the Blue Zone at the UNFCCC has become 
increasingly important and during 2023 CAN Europe was involved in 
a number of strategic discussions and in close coordination with our 
global alliance, CAN International. 

CAN Europe’s plans for the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
28 (COP 28) started early, notably with participation in the Lebanon 
Youth Climate Justice Camp in September 2023. Several stunts were 
planned during the camp, including Loss and Damage, Make Polluters 
Pay and Ending Fossil Fuels.

During COP28, CAN Europe played a pivotal role in the coordination 
of action to demand an equitable phase out of fossil fuels that is full, 
fair, fast, forever, feminist, and funded. This was co-developed with 
different constituencies including the Women and Gender Constituency, 
Trade Union Non-Governmental Organizations, the International Youth 
Climate Movement, and indigenous peoples. This was all with the goal 
of trying to influence the fossil fuel phase out related language in the 
COP28 negotiation text. During the two weeks of the COP, momentum 
of the action continued with around 1,000 people taking part directly 
in replicated actions — but crucially, many more passers-by stopped, 
engaged, watched, and took pictures. The actions also resulted in 
mainstream media coverage, including the New York Times, which 
included a fire-themed visual developed in partnership with the  
Artivist Network. 

On the political level, CAN Europe is proud that ahead of and during 
COP28 we influenced the EU to be more proactive and outspoken on 
key issues, including the approval and funding of the loss and damage 
fund. This aligned the EU with progressive calls and marked a shift away 
from less progressive heavyweights like the US, building on continuous 
CAN Europe engagement with key EU negotiators throughout the year. 
Even though the final agreements on loss and damage finance fell short 
of the need, they constitute an important step forward.
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From Legal Labyrinths 
to Policy Potholes

“Many effects of climate change, such as intensifying extreme 
weather events, actually threaten fundamental human rights 

of people within the EU and beyond, especially groups that  
are already marginalised or more vulnerable”

Romain Didi, Climate Governance and Human Rights Policy Coordinator
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Governance and human Rights

In 2023, major flaws were revealed in national energy and climate 
planning of Member States. CAN Europe’s NECP Awards campaign 
collected and showcased more than 70 stories that exemplified the 
good and bad examples. This included the creation of a video aimed 
at explaining the significance of the NECPs to a broader audience. As 
one of our key priorities to enhance public participation in the planning 
process, public participation in 23 countries was assessed, which 
revealed major flaws in the process. In October 2023, CAN Europe 
released an NECP Assessment Report, analysing the available draft 
NECPs. The report gathered data and experience from 21 countries and 
was published in late December, in time to inform the Commission’s  
own NECP assessment.

In November CAN Europe brought together prominent voices from 
Central Eastern Europe including MEPs, businesses, as well as climate 
and social think tank representatives, for a high-level hybrid event to 
focus on the co-benefits of climate action. Around 100 participants 
engaged in discussions at the event on how to build positive narratives 
in the region to address people’s socio-economic concerns linked to 
ambitious climate policies. 

The impact of climate change on human rights became increasingly 
visible in 2023, as did the numbers of people seeking to protect these 
rights in court. CAN Europe has legally supported such demands; one 
case saw six Portuguese children and young adults taking 32 countries 
to the European Court of Human Rights for failing to do their part to 
avert climate catastrophe. We also backed the campaign led by Vanuatu, 
and civil society from the Pacific region, to take the world’s biggest 
climate emergency to the world’s highest court. In a groundbreaking 
move, the UN General Assembly requested the Internal Court of Justice 
to issue an advisory opinion on climate change. This opinion could 
be key in holding countries accountable for their failure to address 
climate change. Finally, CAN Europe legally challenged the European 
Commission to live up to EU climate ambition by 2030. 



Ensuring EU Funds Support 
Genuine Climate Action

“The EU’s Economic Reform compromise is a death sentence for the just 
transformation of Europe. The compromise focuses exclusively on how fast 

and deep national debt and deficit need to diminish, paying zero attention to 
ensuring national investments and reforms serve EU climate and environmental 

goals. Obsessed with old-school economics, finance ministers seem totally 
disconnected from today’s imperative to invest in the transformation away 
from our fossil fuel-based economy and to support people in this process”

Isabelle Brachet, Senior Fiscal Reform Policy Coordinator
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Trillions

CAN Europe continued its focus in 2023 on ensuring that EU funds 
support genuine climate action and that national budgets are guided  
by EU fiscal rules to ensure they are fit for climate challenges. On 
this, the European Commission presented a proposal in April for 
new economic governance rules, which integrates climate elements. 
Member states must submit national plans to the Commission outlining 
their budget, as well as aligning investments and reforms with NECPs. 
Climate-related fiscal risks will have to be assessed by Member States, 
which is a recognition of the huge impact that climate change will have 
on the sustainability of public finances. While this is seen to be a win, 
the risk that Member States will water down the climate elements in the 
final deal remains. Additionally, the social and climate context calls for a 
much deeper reform of the outdated and damaging EU fiscal rules.

Finally, during 2023 CAN Europe has actively worked to ensure 
that the EU’s economic governance and EU funds genuinely enable 
decarbonisation of the European economy instead of pouring more 
money into fossil fuels. 

One final aspect of CAN Europe’s work in this field has focused on 
working at both the legislative level to shape crucial files such as the 
financial leg of the Green Deal Industrial Plan and the implementation 
of RepowerEU chapters; and by tracking EU funds to showcase positive 
investments for the climate and people.



Fighting False Solutions
“Solutions to reach net-zero by 2040 exist, but political courage to  

match the scale of the challenges currently does not. With the end of the 
 Net Zero Industry Act trilogue, policy-makers diluted the scale-up of 

existing technologies into a techno-optimist vision of industrial policy, 
far from the initial objective to support the EU’s climate targets”

Boris Jankowiak, Steel Transformation Policy Coordinator



Production and Consumption

In 2023, both the Industrial Emissions Directive and the Ecodesign of 
Sustainable Products Regulation were concluded. These two policies 
addressed complementary sides of the industrial transformation: on  
the design of products so that sustainable products become the norm, 
and on production processes to reduce impacts at source.

During the year, CAN Europe also reacted to the untargeted Net 
Zero Industry Act. From the outset this was flawed since it supported 
heavy industry’s approach of technological decarbonisation which 
ultimately drives up energy material needs while avoiding demand-side 
management measures. By working together with other civil society 
organisations, CAN Europe was able to also bring in these messages  
to the debate on the Critical Raw Materials Act.

Finally, the CAMPAIGNers project was influential and work continued to 
focus on demand-side management — especially in the context of the 
development of Nationally Determined Contributions — with a statement 
to COP, an informal dinner held with government representatives at the 
Bonn preparation meeting, and a COP side event to discuss behavioural 
change with government representatives. This was the first time CAN 
Europe brought these particular messages to this arena.
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Alternative Trade For 
People and Planet

“The number and intensity of these gigantic fossil fuel projects is shocking 
and clearly shows that existing voluntary corporate commitments are 
insufficient. Fossil fuel companies are deceiving the public with their 

greenwashed strategies, while they keep making record profits on climate 
breakdown. Their destructive business model must be put to an end. In 
the absence of robust due diligence, a harrowing worst-case scenario 

continues, where social and environmental catastrophes go unchecked, 
particularly at the costs of the Global South” 

Audrey Changoe, Trade & Investment Policy Coordinator 
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Trade

In 2023, CAN Europe continued to campaign against the EnergyCharter 
Treaty (ECT). Intense advocacy and coalition work with civil society 
organisations and member organisations across Europe convinced more 
EU Member States to withdraw from the ECT. Germany, France, Spain, 
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Denmark, Portugal, Ireland, Poland, and 
Slovenia have announced their withdrawal intentions. A landmark victory 
was achieved in June 2023 with the European Commission concluding 
that a coordinated withdrawal from the unmodernised ECT was the 
soundest way forward and that it was no longer compatible with the 
EU’s enhanced climate ambitions under the European Green Deal and 
the Paris Agreement.

Another key campaign in 2023 was against the EU-Mercosur trade 
deal. CAN Europe utilised the EU-CELAC Summit in Brussels in July as 
a platform to mobilise support. Together with the Stop-EU Mercosur 
coalition, CAN Europe held a series of side events, including a high-level 
debate in the European Parliament with key stakeholders.

Another 2023 highlight was the release of the Carbon Bombs report, 
a joint project with Friends of the Earth Europe and other member 
organisations. The report revealed that at least 107 of 425 of the world’s 
biggest fossil fuel extraction projects, known as ‘carbon bombs’ are 
operated by EU-based companies like Total Energies, Shell, RWE, and 
ENI, or financed by major European banks. The report also sets out the 
case for legally binding climate reduction targets for companies, their 
enablers, the EU’s financial sector, and the EU Corporate Sustainability 
Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD). 



Overcoming Barriers  
to Renewable Energy in  

the Western Balkans
“Incorporating credible policies and maximising renewable energy 

deployment in NECPs is crucial. It ensures that the 2030 targets lead 
to climate neutrality by mid-century, aligning the Western Balkans 

with the EU’s framework and bolstering global efforts”

Viktor Berishaj, Western Balkans Energy & Climate Policy Coordinator 

Photo: © 2023, Fatos Bytyci



Western Balkans

Following CAN Europe’s initial assessment of Albania and North 
Macedonia’s first NECPs in line with the new Energy Community 
timeline, a progress report urged enhanced ambition in updated  
drafts. CAN Europe also provided an assessment tool and supported 
public participation in NECP working groups.

An analysis on document credibility and cohesion was also carried 
out and published when Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, and Kosovo 
submitted their initial draft NECPs to the Energy Community Secretariat. 
Findings underscored the necessity for concrete actions, notably a 
defined coal phase-out strategy and measures for justly achieving 2030 
climate and energy targets.

CAN Europe also analysed the political, economic, and regulatory 
frameworks for renewable energy development in North Macedonia 
and Serbia, in order to outline challenges and opportunities for 
decarbonisation. Policy recommendations were crafted to overcome 
identified barriers, fostering a just transition to sustainable, resilient,  
and efficient energy systems in both countries.
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Grassroots Pressure  
for a Just Coal Exit

“In Turkey’s coal sector, workplace accidents and the 
subcontracting of workers is increasing, wages are 
falling, women are excluded from employment and  

union membership rates are declining. Therefore,  
from a labour market perspective, an exit from  

coal is not only possible, but also desirable”

Özlem Katısöz, Climate and Energy Policy Coordinator for Turkey

Photo: © 2023, Selen Ç
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Turkey

In Turkey, CAN Europe is working actively and collaboratively with civil 
society organisations and think tanks to generate grassroots pressure 
aimed at advocating for a government decision to phase out coal. This 
united approach underscores the vital role that CAN Europe is playing  
in fostering collective action towards sustainable energy transitions  
in Turkey.

The impact of one of these efforts has been illustrated in the report Milas 
beyond coal, a co-published effort by CAN Europe, 350.org, the local 
association KARDOK, the village association from the coal region, and 
Milas City Council. Focussing on the local perspective of a just transition, 
the report zooms in on the case of Milas, a coal region in Turkey, 
exploring the region’s potential for olive oil cultivation and eco-tourism 
and how these present opportunities for employment and economic 
growth for residents.

Another significant study, Challenges and Proposed Solutions for 
Exiting Coal-Based Employment was co-authored and published with 
the Sustainable Economy and Finance Association (SEFIA). The study 
identified essential conditions and policy areas impacting the transition 
away from coal and outlines necessary steps to achieve a just transition 
in Turkey. The study outlines how viable a just transition away from 
coal would be for workers and identifies the potential to improve their 
conditions under specific circumstances.



Scandalising State 
SUpport for Coal
“Rewarding the inaction of Member States that are failing  

to diversify and decarbonise their energy mix, by allowing  
again to extend the life of coal plants sets a dangerous 

precedent for other countries to follow”

Marta Anczewska, Energy Policy Coordinator



Coal

Fossil fuel-based electricity dropped substantially in 2023, with an 
historic reduction in coal-based generation. In the EU, structural coal 
decline is accelerating with a 26% year on year drop, despite last-minute 
efforts by coal reliant Member States offering financial lifelines, like the 
coal derogation that compromised the Electricity Market Design reform, 
to dying power plants.

CAN Europe continues to make decision makers aware of the 
consequences of any prolongation to coal lifetime and continue to 
push for a socially just transition away from coal by 2030. We will also 
continue to observe how the Just Transition Fund is helping EU regions 
to mitigate socio-economic impacts.
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A Fast AND fAIR tRANSITION 
TO 100% renewables

“Year on year, the urgency in transitioning to a fully  
renewable energy system becomes greater, yet, this is  

not reflected in the commitments and ambitions levels  
of EU policymakers and Member States”

Veerle Dossche, Energy Policy Coordinator

“Ramping up production at Balcombe’s new power plant” © 10 10 Flickr 

Licensed under CC BY 2.0 DEED.



renewable Energy

The revision of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED) was a significant 
development in the advancement of the renewable energy transition 
within the European Union. RED III, the revised directive, a key 
component of the EU’s climate and energy framework, officially entered 
into force in November and included an increased renewable energy 
target of at least 42.5% binding at EU level by 2030, an increase from 
the previous 32%, with an aspiration of 45%. While CAN Europe has 
advocated for the more ambitious target of 50% share of renewable 
sources for EU energy consumption to align with the urgent need 
for climate action, the adoption of RED III still represents a landmark 
advancement in EU legislation.

Long, intense negotiations on the revision proposals as part of the  
Fit for 55 package and REPowerEU plan resulted in a directive  
that both raises the renewables target and lays down a framework  
that can support an accelerated deployment of renewable energy  
across the EU. The successful implementation of this directive by 
Member States is a critical step in achieving a faster, fairer, and 
sustainable renewable energy transition on the ground. An additional 
step will be ensuring citizen and local community engagement in the 
planning and development of projects, and maximising synergies with 
nature protection.

Under CAN Europe’s 100% Renewable Europe campaign, the 
organisation has continued to mobilise forces in the membership 
network and beyond to contribute to a fast and fair renewable energy 
transition. Together with our members and partners, Guidelines to 
Faster and Fairer Permitting were developed, which include a ten-step 
checklist aimed at enhancing the efficiency and fairness of permitting 
for wind and solar developments in Member States. This checklist 
highlights several critical steps including the importance of early public 
engagement, providing benefits to local communities, and ensuring the 
protection of nature.

To ensure the stability of a future power system based increasingly 
on renewables, CAN Europe released a video and written materials to 
explain the role of demand-side flexibility of households, that explain 
how citizens can manage their demand and gain financial benefits. 
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clOSING loopholes, 
Opening Pathways
“EU lawmakers must not allow vested interests from the gas 

industry to blow up this last opportunity to strengthen the gas 
package and lay solid grounds for a real fossil gas phaseout by 2035”

Esther Bollendorff, Senior Gas Policy Expert



Gas

During 2023, CAN Europe actively worked to influence two gas related 
legislative processes: the gas package and the methane regulation. 

CAN Europe’s joint work within a vocal coalition resulted in a framework 
to tackle methane emissions from imported energy sources included 
in the methane regulation. This framework aims to close the gap that 
was missing from the Commission’s initial proposal, which effectively 
omitted oil and gas imports from the methane regulation. As most 
methane emissions occur at the extraction stage, it was important to 
close this loophole, especially given that the EU import rates for oil 
and gas is more than 80%. While the framework falls short on the fact 
that implementation will only happen in 2030 and there are missing 
mitigation measures, it is a critical first step in the right direction. 

In the gas package CAN Europe successfully pushed for the inclusion 
of a clause which obliges gas distributors to publish their network 
decommissioning plans; a first step toward a specific gas phase-out 
pathway. A second victory in the gas arena was fighting back against the 
gas industry’s push to pass responsibility for future hydrogen network 
planning to fossil fuel gas operators only, creating an obvious conflict of 
interest. However the process has been safeguarded with the creation of 
an independent entity, the European Network of Network Operators for 
Hydrogen (ENNOH).

CAN Europe used 2023 to strengthen the network position on our 
demand to the EU to phase out gas by 2035. By drafting and publishing 
a ten-point-plan to phase out gas, there is now a policy tool, combined 
with a contextualisation blog which are both being used to influence  
the drafting of political parties’ manifestos in the lead up to the 2024  
EU elections.
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PAC

A Credible Reference 
Point for Advanced 

Climate Action
“We should aim for climate neutrality by 2040 within a 100% RES based 

EU energy system with demand reduction as a key driver so as to remain 
below the 1.5°C threshold. It is necessary, feasible and beneficial”

Dimitris Tsekeris, Energy Scenarios Project Manager



pARIS agREEMENT cOMPATIBLE sCENERIO

CAN Europe’s Paris Agreement Compatible Energy Scenario (PAC) 2.0 
is our vision and proof of concept for a fully renewables based energy 
system based on ambitious energy savings by 2040. 

Data from PAC 2.0 scenarios started to be benchmarked by civil society 
organisations and research institutes. Early in 2023, CAN Europe held 
a joint webinar with European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate 
Change (ESABCC) and members which focused on how climate 
neutrality could be achieved by 2040. This event was attended by 
approximately 140 participants and was followed up by several internal 
and external capacity building events.

CAN Europe was accepted to the Stakeholder Reference Group, where 
we can actively help to shape European long-term energy infrastructure 
scenarios and ensure the future Ten-Year Network Development Plan 
(TYNDP) is aligned with the needs of a 100% renewables based  
energy system.
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Better Buildings Today for 
Better Lives Tomorrow

“Even though this directive has lost its potential of  
contributing to remarkable change, it is still one small  

step towards the implementation phase at the national level,  
where the true fight for ambition will take place”

Eva Brardinelli, Buildings Policy Coordinator



Buildings

During 2023, the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) 
revision was marred by misinformation campaigns at the national 
level. The Build Better Lives campaign emerged as a response to 
counterbalance media attacks and to positively shift the narrative. 
Drawing on the experience of CAN Europe’s long-running Warm Homes 
4 All campaign, a robust partnership was built by garnering support 
from social and housing sector organisations, trade unions,  
city networks, and youth groups among others. 

Friends of the Earth Europe collaborated with CAN Europe to launch 
the campaign, coordinating efforts across 86 diverse organisations 
at EU, national, and local levels. Activities included joint statements, 
social media campaigns, a photo-event stunt, and a video project 
(which to date had nearly 250,000 views) that supported the “Better 
Homes for Better Futures” petition. The campaign, with its extensive 
reach and partnerships, is poised to contribute significantly during the 
implementation phase of the directive.

CAN Europe carried out strong advocacy actions to support the 
revision of an ambitious and socially just Buildings Directive, which 
included social safeguards, an ambitious MEPs framework for 
Minimum Energy Performance Standards (MEPS), and better funding 
allocation. We used a number of public events and conferences such 
as European Sustainable Energy Week 2023 and the publication of 
policy briefings to influence change. Our work has been both fighting 
against misinformation, and to ensure the directive ultimately contained 
ambitious requirements, coupled with equally strong enabling elements 
like financing, technical assistance, and social safeguards.
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lESS IS MORE
“The energy efficiency target agreed by policymakers 
does not reflect the current fossil fuel crisis we are 

living through, the EED became a “paper tiger”

Verena Bax, Energy Savings Coordinator
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eNERGY savings

At the beginning of 2023, the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) revision 
was finalised. Despite the revised EED not meeting the right level of 
ambition to unleash a 1.5°CC compatible future, the revision introduced 
the first ever binding energy efficiency target by 2030. 

With the finalisation of one of the main strands of the Fit for 55 package, 
CAN Europe’s focus shifted onto the implementation of the Directive 
to ensure that the requirements related to energy savings in NECPs 
were updated according to the new minimum requirements of the EED 
and the Paris Agreement goals. Work also deepened on the topic of 
sufficiency, where CAN Europe strived to ensure that energy savings  
and other measures will ultimately support in rolling out an ambitious 
energy transition that respects the planetary boundaries and leaves  
no one behind.
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Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe is Europe’s leading NGO 
coalition fighting dangerous climate change. We are a unique 
network, in which environmental and development organisations 
work together to issue joint lobby campaigns and maximise their 
impact. With over 200 member organisations active in 40 European 
countries, representing over 1,700 NGOs and more than 40 million 
citizens, CAN Europe promotes sustainable climate, energy and 
development policies throughout Europe.

CAN Europe members work to achieve this goal through joint actions, 
information exchange and the coordinated development of NGO 
strategy on international, regional, and national climate issues. CAN 
Europe members place a high priority on both a healthy environment 
and development that “meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs” (Brundtland Commission).

Climate Action Network Europe

Mundo-B, Rue d’Edimbourg 26

Brussels 1050, Belgium

www.caneurope.org

Follow us

Podcast

CAN Europe’s vision is a world actively fighting 
the climate emergency and its adverse impacts 
on people and planet in a manner that promotes 
equity and social justice.


