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Membership

“The Network makes our voice louder in demanding  
environmental and social justice from decision makers” 

Jana Maussen, CDE (Czechia) 

“It is very good to be in such a big European company of campaigners. 
You can always get necessary support and find useful information. Being 
together brings more sense to what you do and makes it more efficient.” 

Wojciech Szymalski, ISD Foundation (Poland)

 
“Fighting against climate change sometimes feels like swimming upstream, 

especially in the CEE region. But if you are connected to people who  
can help you and you can encourage each other, then you can 

achieve things which would not be possible alone.”
Adam Harmat, WWF Hungary
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Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe is Europe’s leading  
NGO coalition fighting dangerous climate change. We are a unique 
network, in which environmental and development organisations work 
together to issue joint lobby campaigns and maximise their impact.  
We unite a variety of civil society organisations such as youth,  
faith and health groups.

With 166 member organisations working in 38 European countries, 
representing over 1.700 NGOs and more than 40 million citizens, CAN 
Europe promotes sustainable climate, energy and development policies 
throughout Europe.

In 2019, nine new members joined our Network, including NGOs from 
Switzerland, Slovenia, Germany, the Republic of North Macedonia, 
and Lithuania. While the EU is at the core of our work, we also reach 
beyond its borders. We carry out advocacy work in non-EU European 
countries. We also unite members from across Europe via our activities 
on international climate negotiations. Having a committed membership 
base that is informed, engaged and well represented is at the core  
of CAN Europe’s ability to succeed.

 + Biovision, Switzerland

 + Umanotera, Slovenia

 + Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL), Europe-wide 

 + Deutsche Umwelthilfe e.V. (DUH), Germany 

 + Center for environment research and information Eko-svest,  
the Republic of North Macedonia 

 + Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy Europe  
(IATP) e.V., Germany

 + Climate Alliance Switzerland, Switzerland

 + Vsl Ziedine ekonomika (ZE), Lithuania 

 + Plant for the Planet Foundation, Germany

Numbers on the map refer to the number of members per country. 
Countries marked red are those with new members.

nine new members
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achievements

Amid unprecedented citizen mobilisation across the globe, our Network 
translated the growing anger over EU leaders’ lack of action to combat climate 
change into more ambitious political commitments and actions.

In line with our campaign during the election of the European Parliament, the 
climate crisis became the defining topic of the election process. This focus 
increased pressure on the new European Commission, which then put forward 
the European Green Deal to make the bloc climate neutral by 2050. Thanks to 
our ongoing campaign for short-term action, the Commission also pledged to 
increase Europe’s climate ambition for 2030, in line with the Paris Agreement.

In parallel, many of our members joined the climate litigation movement 
to hold their governments accountable for inadequate climate policies. We 
continued to support families and youth who sued the European Parliament 
and the European Council over the EU’s inadequate 2030 climate target in  
the historic People’s Climate Case.

2019 was also the year where we scrutinised EU countries’ plans to achieve the 
EU’s climate and energy targets, the draft National Energy and Climate Plans 
(NECPs). Thanks to early assessments involving the Network, 

we were able to draw attention to the lack of ambition in these plans,  
and outline ways to improve them to bring them closer to the Paris  
Agreement goals.

2019 saw fierce battles over the size and priorities of the EU budget after 2020. 
Together with our member organisations, we pushed for the exclusion of fossil 
fuels from all EU funding and an increased share of the budget supporting 
climate action, a key step toward aligning financial flows with EU climate 
objectives. CAN Europe also successfully convinced EU governments to 
increase their international finance pledges to support developing countries in 
their efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate change impacts.

CAN Europe has actively advocated for the need for 100% renewable energy 
scenarios for the EU, as well as the urgency to phase-out all fossil fuels and 
their subsidies. As a result, coal-fired energy generation is fading away. One 
of the main challenges now is to ensure the EU stops subsidising fossil gas 
infrastructure, which stands in the way of drastic emissions cuts in the short-
term. It must commit to a new, substantially increased 2030 climate target well 
before the international climate summit, COP26.

Photo: CAN Europe/N. Rodrigo Sabio
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New European 
Commission set to 

ramp up EU 2030 
climate ambition

In the midst of unprecedented citizen mobilisation across 
the globe, the new European Commission leadership 

pledged to increase Europe’s climate ambition for 2030.

Photo: CAN Europe/N. Rodrigo Sabio
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Thanks to our Network’s persistent and determined call for stepping 
up immediate climate action, the new leadership of the European 
Commission has promised to substantially enhance the EU’s emission 
reduction target for 2030. It is the first step toward placing the fight 
against climate change at the heart of the bloc’s next five-year policy 
cycle. Following our May campaign on the election of the European 
Parliament, the climate crisis rose to become the defining topic of 
the election process, increasing the pressure on Ursula von der Leyen, 
the new Commission President. Our analysis of which members of 
Parliament are truly defenders, delayers or dinosaurs on climate 
action was a significant tool in this campaign.

Throughout the year, CAN Europe brought attention to the urgently 
needed increase in short-term ambition, which is vital to keeping 
temperature rise to 1.5°C as established in the Paris Agreement. While 
EU governments failed to speak out strongly at the Climate Action 
Summit in New York in September, a growing number of Member 
States came to support higher EU climate ambition afterwards.

In October, nine EU countries jointly urged Climate Commissioner 
Frans Timmermans to swiftly propose an increase of the EU’s 
emission reduction target for 2030 to at least -55%.

With the presentation of its European Green Deal in December, the 
new European Commission set the course for the critical year 2020, 
which is the deadline for all Parties to the Paris Agreement to submit 
new emission reduction pledges for 2030. Ahead of the Commission’s 
publication, our Network successfully applied pressure to accelerate 
the Commission’s timeline to present a new target proposal  
well ahead of the “by 2020” deadline.

Click image to play video

“Now, EU Member States have a big responsibility 
to agree on a much higher 2030 climate target at 

the European Council in June 2020. (...) It would 
be the only way to be prepared for the EU-China 

Summit in September where a successful outcome 
on enhanced climate action would be crucial to 

build up international momentum ahead of the UN 
Climate Conference, COP26.”

Wendel Trio, CAN Europe, IANS

https://www.etuc.org/en/document/climate-action-call
https://www.etuc.org/en/document/climate-action-call
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1777-climate-tops-the-european-elections-debate-forcing-laggards-to-finally-take-a-stand
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1777-climate-tops-the-european-elections-debate-forcing-laggards-to-finally-take-a-stand
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/reports-and-briefings/1757-defenders-delayers-dinosaurs-ranking-of-eu-political-groups-and-national-parties-on-climate-change
https://www.euractiv.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/201910-joint-letter-governments-to-Timmermans-and-EC-on-climate-action.pdf
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1825-timmermans-willing-to-increase-climate-action-but-struggles-with-un-timeline
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1825-timmermans-willing-to-increase-climate-action-but-struggles-with-un-timeline
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1860-eu-countries-under-pressure-to-fast-track-agreement-on-green-deal-hallmark-ahead-of-cop-26


c De Midt

EU leaders go 
climate neutral 

by 2050
In parallel with the start of the new Commission’s 

mandate, at the European Council in December EU 
Heads of State and Governments finally endorsed 
the objective of making Europe the first climate-

neutral continent by 2050 at the latest.

Photo: © Eric De Mildt / Greenpeace
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Despite the European Parliament’s endorsement in March 2019 of 
reaching climate neutrality as early as possible and increased support 
from Member States for a net zero goal by 2050, EU leaders at first 
failed to agree on an EU-wide long-term target earlier in the year.

Yet, thanks to our Network’s united push, European Heads of State 
and Governments returned to the issue at the December European 
Council where they finally endorsed the objective for the EU to 
reach climate neutrality by 2050. In addition, Member States tasked 
the Commission with preparing a long-term strategy for the EU to 
present to the UNFCCC and a proposal for an increased 2030 target 
“in good time before COP26.”

“Setting a target of net zero emissions by 2050 
is a vital and necessary first step to limit the 

escalating climate crisis. But to jump-start 
climate action now, in line with the 1.5 degrees 

Celsius goal, the EU needs to increase its  
target for 2030, not just for 2050.”

Wendel Trio, CAN Europe, IANS

http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1742-european-parliament-calls-on-eu-leaders-to-step-up-eu-climate-action
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1791-governments-block-eu-climate-ambition
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1791-governments-block-eu-climate-ambition
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1864-eu-aims-for-net-zero-emissions-by-2050-now-it-needs-to-work-on-raising-the-2030-target


European countries lead 
the pack in contributions to 
replenishment of the Green 

Climate Fund
A number of European countries committed to at least doubling their contributions to 

the Green Climate Fund, with a number of announcements coming at the UN Secretary 
General’s (UNSG) Summit. The fund supports the goals of the Paris Agreement and 

developing countries delivering on their climate and adaptation plans. 

Photo: Friends of the Earth International
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In the run-up to the Green Climate Fund’s first replenishment in 
October 2019, multiple CAN Europe members galvanised their 
governments to contribute more to the fund. CAN Europe played 
a key role in reaching out to decision makers and in supporting 
and coordinating the Network, delivering advocacy tools, network 
strategy calls, communications tools and resources at key moments. 
New announcements reached a crescendo at the UNSG Summit 
in September and the Green Climate Fund pledging conference 
in October. By the end of the year, following COP25, 23 European 
countries had made contributions. This number included first time 
donors and seven countries that at least doubled their previous 
contribution in line with their fair share. 

Contributions to the UNFCCC fund support countries in the Global 
South to mitigate, adapt, and develop in a sustainable way. They also 
help build trust between parties in the negotiations. CAN Europe will 
continue to push more countries to contribute or to top-up the fund.

“To help the poorest countries 
scale up their climate targets 

and cope with the climate crisis, 
European countries must at least 
double their contributions to the 

Green Climate Fund.”
Rachel Simon, CAN Europe, Euractiv

Infographic accurate as at pledging conference 25 October 2019

http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1835-big-european-donors-help-refill-green-climate-fund-but-a-number-of-european-countries-still-fail-to-step-up
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/press-releases/1835-big-european-donors-help-refill-green-climate-fund-but-a-number-of-european-countries-still-fail-to-step-up


Rising wave of  
climate litigation

In 2019, many CAN Europe members joined the climate litigation 
movement to hold their governments accountable for inadequate 

climate policies and to challenge fossil fuel companies for deepening 
the climate crisis. Furthermore, CAN Europe continued to support 
families and the indigenous Saami youth who sued the European 

Parliament and the European Council over the EU’s inadequate  
2030 climate target in the historic People’s Climate Case.

Photo:  CAN Europe/N. Rodrigo Sabio
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Plaintiffs of the People’s Climate Case met with the Members of the 
European Parliament, candidates for the European elections and 
their ministers to explain how the climate crisis was threatening their 
livelihoods and fundamental rights. While families and indigenous 
youth were heard by decision makers, the European courts refused  
to consider their case.

In its decision, the European General Court acknowledged that 
climate change is affecting people’s lives and fundamental rights. 
However, it dismissed the case, stating that the plaintiffs were  
not uniquely hit by the climate crisis. CAN Europe supported  
the plaintiffs and their lawyers in preparing an appeal to  
the European Court of Justice.

In 2020, the European Court of Justice will have to decide anew if 
the plaintiff families and the Saami youth are allowed to go to court 
to protect their rights. CAN Europe will continue to support this legal 
battle for access to justice and protection of human rights in a time  
of climate crisis.

“We claim that the climate target set 
by the EU is not sufficient. Look around, 

climate change is everywhere. We are 
suing the EU to protect our right to live 

on the island we call our home and to 
continue doing our jobs.” 

German plaintiff of the People’s Climate Case, TV Documentary on ZDF 

Click image to play video

https://www.zdf.de/dokumentation/planet-e/planet-e-engl-lawsuit-climatechange-100.html
https://www.zdf.de/dokumentation/planet-e/planet-e-engl-lawsuit-climatechange-100.html


Increasing pressure to 
align climate plans with 
higher climate ambition
At the end of 2018, EU countries had to submit their draft National Energy 

and Climate Plans (NECPs) to the European Commission. These plans 
had to describe the climate and energy objectives, targets, policies, and 

measures for the period 2021 to 2030, ensuring that the EU’s 2030 targets 
for greenhouse gas emission reductions, renewable energy and energy 

savings will at least be met. The draft plans, however, showed insufficient 
ambition and lacked detailed policies and measures.

Photo: Davide Taviani
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During 2019, together with its members, CAN Europe produced 
a series of reports on the draft NECPs. These included concrete 
recommendations on how to improve the draft plans so they 
would be aligned with higher climate ambition and become a real 
transformative tool for Member States to go beyond the current  
EU’s 2030 objectives, in line with the Paris Agreement goals.

Many of the shortcomings of the draft NECPs that we spotted 
were later addressed by the European Commission’s own 
recommendations, which were published in June 2019.

In 2020, using the final NECPs as a milestone, CAN Europe and its 
Network will continue highlighting the need for more ambitious 2030 
climate and energy targets and stronger policies and measures at  
the European and national level.

“It is crystal clear that the quality of these 
plans will weigh a lot in the EU’s ability to act 

on climate change in the next decade. They must 
set clear pathways that will allow the bloc to 

increase its climate target, shift away  
from fossil fuels and speed up the pace  

towards fully energy-efficient  
and renewables-based economies.” 

Wendel Trio, CAN Europe, The Guardian

http://www.caneurope.org/publications/reports-and-briefings/1760-report-time-to-pick-up-the-pace-insights-into-the-draft-national-energy-and-climate-plans
http://www.caneurope.org/publications/reports-and-briefings/1760-report-time-to-pick-up-the-pace-insights-into-the-draft-national-energy-and-climate-plans


European network  
operators commit to 

aligning with the 
Paris Agreement

Following CAN Europe’s push to prepare their cables and pipelines for net-zero 
emissions, the European energy network operators, for the first time, committed in 

November to aligning their infrastructure development to a carbon budget.

Photo: PAC project
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European energy infrastructure should neither become a bottleneck 
in the uptake of renewable energies, nor should it deepen  
the continent’s dependency on fossil fuels. 

Since the beginning of the year, we engaged with the European 
Networks of Transmission System Operators for Electricity and 
Gas (ENTSO-E/ENTSO-G) to make their infrastructure planning 
compatible with the Paris Agreement. Their commitment to a carbon 
budget in their new 2020 network plan is just a first step. In a series 
of workshops and webinars involving more than 50 CAN Europe 
member organisations, we have developed our own Paris Agreement 
Compatible (PAC) energy scenario that we will suggest to policy 
makers during 2020.

https://www.pac-scenarios.eu/
https://www.pac-scenarios.eu/


Coal phase-out rush moves 
East while Just Transition 

becomes an EU priority 
In early 2019, CAN Europe and Sandbag published the “Just transition or just talk?” 

report. It revealed that Member States with no plans to move away from coal are 
benefiting from various EU financial schemes intended to support the energy 

transition by asking for just transition funding. Since the release of the report, three 
more Member States committed to phasing out coal by 2030 the latest.

Photo: CAN Europe 

http://www.caneurope.org/docman/coal-phase-out/3545-just-transition-or-just-talk/file
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In 2019 we also worked to prevent the introduction of the  
Greek capacity market scheme, which, despite recently agreed EU 
electricity market rules, would have subsidised coal and made Greek 
consumers foot the bill. But thanks to successful campaigning  
by Greek NGOs, this subsidy scheme was not implemented.  
On the contrary, the Greek government has announced  
a coal phase-out by 2028.

In 2019, we saw how the coal phase-out rush moved East. Slovakia 
committed to phasing out coal by 2023 and Hungary by 2030. Also, 
Czechia launched a coal commission that is tasked with setting up  
a coal phase-out date for the country.

While coal is clearly on its way out, more action is needed to address 
the urgency of climate action. There is now even more pressure on 
Member States to accelerate the clean and just energy transition and 
implement ambitious coal phase-out plans at the latest by 2030, 
while ensuring that proper support is provided to communities 
affected by the transformation.

“Climate laggards should not get a free 
pass. The EU needs to support the just energy 

transition in the coal regions informed by 
credible and ambitious commitments clearly 

articulated in the NECPs. A just energy 
transition away from coal cannot  

be ‘just talk’ anymore.” 
Joanna Flisowska, CAN Europe, Euractiv



Building up to 
a U-turn in the 

Western Balkans
CAN Europe elevated the lagging energy transition 

of the Western Balkans to the top of the mainstream 
policy agenda across the region. This is an enviable 

success given both the competition from other pressing 
reforms, and capacity limitations for dealing with it.

Photo: Bankwatch Romania - Alexandru Mustata
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CAN Europe made this success possible by supporting a new protest 
phenomenon on the streets of Western Balkan towns this year, which 
ranged from rooting for kids on Fridays for Future to protesting 
against alarming levels of air pollution. The environment and climate 
crises are mobilising and even uniting the people of the region 
through demands for swift and effective climate action.   

Moreover, our Network elevated the region higher in the EU’s quest 
for a climate-neutral continent. We advocated for the Green Agenda 
of the Western Balkans to be an integral part of the Green Deal. 
With a strong Energy Community Treaty and refreshed enlargement 
perspectives, we made “ambition” the keyword for ongoing national 
climate plans, 2030 target-setting and carbon-pricing exercises in the 
Western Balkans. The Western Balkans are a (coal) region in transition.

“Where previous governments wasted time and 
effort in futile attempts to keep coal alive, 

there now can and must emerge an inclusive and 
strategic process of building a Paris Agreement-

compatible, climate-neutral, economically viable 
and renewable future beyond coal.” 

Viktor Berishaj, CAN Europe, Forbes
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Just Transition gains 
visibility  in Turkey 

CAN Europe published “The Real Costs of Coal: Muğla” report,  
focusing on the Muğla region’s just transition potential, and shared 
its findings with local and national allies at major advocacy events.

Photo: Kerem Yücel, CAN Europe, 2015

http://www.caneurope.org/docman/coal-phase-out/3552-the-real-costs-of-coal-mugla/file
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Our unique case-study uncovered  the true costs of coal exploitation 
to local livelihoods, air, land and water, and to our climate, with a 
deliberate focus on Muğla’s sustainable development potential in 
non-coal sectors. We disseminated the report and its findings to local 
and national allies, including NGOs, local community members, local 
authorities, trade unions, and members of parliament. 

CAN Europe presented Muğla’s just transition potential as one of the 
case studies in a UNFCCC side event at COP25, in Madrid, along with 
examples from Romania and Chile.  Finally, we launched a briefing 
paper in Turkish, introducing the just transition concept and examples 
from Europe to Turkish audiences. Through these initiatives, we had 
the opportunity to voice the need for a coal phase-out and a just 
transition plan for Turkey, where 10GW of planned coal projects  
are still in the pipeline. 

“Although Turkey signed climate agreements, 
they did not take concrete steps to address 

the climate crisis; they continued their 
fossil fuel-centric policies.” 

Elif Gündüzyeli, CAN Europe, Deutsche Welle

Click image to play video
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EU budget post-2020 
set to increase  

climate ambition  
for 2030

2019 saw fierce battles over the size and priorities of the EU’s long-
term budget after 2020, with climate-friendly Member States and the 
European Parliament asking for more and better spending to achieve 

the 2030 climate and energy targets. 

€
€

€
€
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Intensive outreach to decision makers at EU and national level, in 
cooperation with CAN Europe members, allies and partners, ensured 
that ‘Paris alignment’ became a general principle of EU budget 
spending, putting 2030 targets at the heart of  
Regional Funding priorities.  

After great and concerted efforts, led by CAN Europe, the European 
Parliament - against big internal and external resistance - finally 
agreed to completely exclude all fossil fuel projects from the scope  
of EU regional development funds.  

In the coming year, CAN Europe and its Network will ensure that 
available EU funding will be used on the ground to catalyse the just 
transition towards carbon neutrality.

“Some points really blew us away. (...) 
The regulation explicitly mentions 
climate protection as a priority of 
cohesion policy and puts first the 

principle of energy efficiency in the 
supported projects.” 
Markus Trilling, CAN Europe, Euractiv

Click image to play video
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UN Climate Summit and 
COP25 reaffirmed  

2020 as climate  
deadline

The UN Climate Summit in September delivered  
major announcements by governments, regions, cities and the 

private sector, which boosted climate action momentum and 
demonstrated growing international recognition that the pace of 

climate action must rapidly accelerate.  

Photo: UN women
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The UNFCCC COP25 in Madrid was another opportunity to pave the 
way for the important deadline at COP26 in 2020 when countries 
need to submit their enhanced 2030 targets. 

CAN Europe’s advocacy work ahead of the two summits focused on 
the need for all countries, including the EU as a whole, to announce 
higher emissions reduction targets. By the end of 2019, 108 countries 
altogether had announced their intentions to improve their  
targets in 2020. 

“The EU are very aware of the Secretary 
General’s summit, they are aware they are 
calling for a revision of targets, it would 

be embarrassing for the EU to go with 
what they just have now” 

Ulriikka Aarnio, CAN Europe, BBC
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Stakeholders put the 
climate crisis high  

on the European  
elections agenda 

The Coalition for Higher Ambition organised a unique campaign ahead of the European 
elections to put the climate crisis high on the agenda and advocate for bold climate 

action at EU level. The coalition is CAN Europe’s platform that brings together a variety 
of progressive businesses, renewable energy and energy efficiency federations,  

trade unions, local authorities, consumer organisations and NGOs.

Photo: www.backbalcombe.org 

1
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Ahead of the European Parliament elections in May 2019, CAN Europe 
launched a joint media campaign to promote a call for more climate 
action directed at the next generation of European decision makers: 
the Climate Action Call.

The aim was to influence the election debates so that climate would 
feature as high as possible on the public agenda. This priority would 
set expectations for the current and future European decision makers 
to take an ambitious stance on climate change and provide impetus 
for more climate action in the new legislative period. 

The Climate Action Call, which mobilised a large variety of 
stakeholders including winter sports communities, faith groups, youth 
activists, local authorities and mayors, business associations, human 
rights groups, and scientists, expanded our reach to a wider  
range of audiences.

In addition, through multiple statements, high-level meetings and 
joint events, CAN Europe and the Coalition members showcased 
readiness for scaling up the ambition level of the EU’s climate  
and energy policies for a timely revision of the 2030 target.

“A group of European cities, local and regional 
authorities, business associations, investor 

groups, trade unions, and civil society 
organizations sent a letter to EU leaders 

backing the push for a 55 percent emission 
reduction target by 2030.” 

Coalition for Higher Ambition, Politico

Click image to play video

http://www.caneurope.org/docman/climate-energy-targets/3572-final-letter/file
http://www.caneurope.org/docman/climate-energy-targets/3572-final-letter/file?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=191f99ed50-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_10_06_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-191f99ed50-190548415
http://www.caneurope.org/docman/climate-energy-targets/3572-final-letter/file?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=191f99ed50-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_10_06_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-191f99ed50-190548415
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Building bridges 
between the EU 

and China 
This year’s EU-China NGO exchange programme allowed 

ten new NGO staff members to experience how NGOs 
in different countries work on climate change and low-

carbon development.  The exchange was finalised with a 
conference in Berlin, highlighting what the programme 

achieved over the past six years. 

Photo: EU-China NGO Twinning Program
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The European and Chinese participants had the opportunity to 
discuss how NGOs work, and tackle common challenges such as 
climate change and low-carbon development. 

During two workshops in Beijing (China) and Berlin (Germany), 
participants exchanged experiences and discussed how they dealt 
with differences and similarities. 

As this was the final year of the programme, a high-level event was 
organised to bring together current “twinned” participants, alumni 
and relevant stakeholders. The event showcased some of the work 
that happened over the years and how it led to building better 
connections between European and the Chinese civil society. 
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Finance



35

European Climate Foundation 700,199

European Commission  316,214

protect the planet 200,000

Membership fees  116,276

German government 81,992

Kr Foundation 75,273

Mercator Foundation 67,866

CAN International 55,211

Climate Works Foundation 52,537

Belgian government 47,502

Minor foundation 42,207

Other income 56,482

CAN Europe 1,811,762
European climate foundation 572,420

Schwab Charitable Fund 105,050

Climate works foundation 143,798

europe beyond coal campaign 821,269

Total CAN Europe and EBC 2,633,032

€
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Board of 
directors



CAN Europe has a Board of Directors, which is appointed by its 
General Assembly. The Board is currently comprised of: 

Josianne Gauthier 
(chair)
Secretary General at CIDSE

Tore Braend
Consultant, Norwegian Forum 
for Development & Environment, 
Norway

Klara Sutlovicova
Policy Officer, FORS, Czechia 

Sven Harmeling
Climate Change Advocacy 
Coordinator, Care International

Bernd Nilles
Board member, Alliance Sud, 
Switzerland 

Christiane Averbeck
Director, Klima-Allianz, Germany 

Imke Lubbeke
Head of Climate and Energy 
Team, WWF European Policy 
Office

Jean-Pascal  
Van Ypersele
Independent Scientist (Former 
Vice-President of IPCC), Belgium

Alison Doig
Head of Policy Department,  
Christian Aid UK

Ioana Ciuta
Balkans Coordinator, CEE 
Bankwatch Network, Romania

We gratefully thank Céline Charveriat, Karla Schoeters and Irina Stavchuk 
who guided us in our work for years and left the Board in 2019.
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our Team
Photo: CAN Europe 



director policy

Wendel Trio
Director

Markus  Trilling
Finance & Subsidies 
Policy Coordinator 
and Trillions  
Team caretaker

Elif Gunduzyeli
Coal Policy 
Coordinator 
and Coal Team 
Caretaker

Magdalena  
Klarenbach
Coal Policy Officer

Joerg  
Muhlenhoff 
Energy Scenarios 
Policy Coordinator

Viktor Berishaj
Southeast Europe 
Climate & Energy 
Policy Coordinator

Veerle Dossche
Energy Policy 
Coordinator

Dora Petroula 
Energy Savings 
Policy Coordinator 
and Energy  
Team caretaker

Ulriikka Aarnio 
International Climate 
Policy Coordinator 
and International 
Team caretaker

Sophie Rigaudie
Climate &  
Energy Policy 
Officer (trainee)

Rachel Simon
Climate &  
Development  
Policy Coordinator
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Klaus Rohrig
Climate & Energy 
Policy Coordinator 
and Climate  
Team caretaker

Adam Leckius
Climate Policy  
& Network  
Officer (trainee)

Elif Cansu Ilhan 
Climate & Energy 
Policy Officer for 
Turkey

Joanna  
Flisowska
Coal Policy 
Coordinator

Doreen Fedrigo
Industrial 
Transformation 
Policy Coordinator

Communications

Harriet  
Mackaill-Hill
Climate & Energy 
Policy Coordinator

Goksen Sahin
Communications 
Coordinator

Stevan  
Vujasinovic
Communications 
Coordinator

Nicolas  
Derobert
Head of 
Communications

Cristina  
Dascalu
Communications 
Coordinator

Esther  
Bollendorff
Gas Policy 
Coordinator

Cornelia 
Maarfield
Trade and Climate 
Project Manager
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Tom Boyle
Head of Network 
Development

Kasia Ugryn
Network 
Development 
Coordinator for 
Central & Eastern 
Europe

Olivia Saxer
Fundraising 
& Network 
Development 
Coordinator

Lionel dehalu
Head of 
Operations

Mathias Claeys 
Bouuaert
Network 
Development 
Coordinator

Seda Orhan
Network 
Development 
Coordinator

Administration & Finance

network

maryan  
herrera
Office 
Coordinator

Reinhilde  
Stinders
Finance and 
Administration 
Coordinator

Maria Radikov
Finance & 
Logistics Officer

europe Beyond coal

Mahi  
Sideridou
Managing   
Director

Kathrin 
Gutmann
Campaign 
Director

Greg mcnevin
Communications 
Director

Alastair  
Clewer
Communications 
Officer

zala primc
Campaigner

Elena bixel
Campaign 
Researcher

Duygu 
Kutluay
Campaigner

emilia ochoa
Office and Web 
Administrator

We also gratefully thank the 
following staff members that 
helped us implement our 
work in 2019, but have left 
us since: Igor Kalaba, Zanna 
Vanrenteghem, Julie Bourneix, 
Ania Drazkiewicz, Eddy De 
Neef. We would also like to 
thank our interns who joined 
the team in 2019: Milan Jens, 
Anna Cosp Garcia, Luca Arfini, 
Audrey Pruvost.

Felix reitz
Energy Analyst

Suzanne Schenk
Network and Finance 
Coordinator



Climate Action Network Europe is Europe’s largest coalition working 
on climate and energy issues. With 166 member organisations 
working in 38 European countries, representing over 1.700 NGOs 
and more than 40 million citizens, CAN Europe promotes sustainable 
climate, energy and development policies throughout Europe.

CAN Europe is a regional node of Climate Action Network, a 
worldwide network of over 1.300 Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs) active in more than 120 countries, working to promote 
government and individual action to limit human-induced climate 
change to ecologically sustainable levels.

CAN Europe members work to achieve this goal through information 
exchange and the coordinated development of NGO strategy on 
international, regional, and national climate issues.

CAN Europe members place a high priority on both a healthy 
environment and development that “meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs” (Brundtland Commission). CAN Europe’s vision is to 
protect the atmosphere while allowing for sustainable and equitable 
development worldwide.

Climate Action Network Europe

Mundo-B, Rue d’Edimbourg 26

Brussels 1050, Belgium

www.caneurope.org

Photo: Callum Shaw

http://www.caneurope.org 
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